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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS
Alessandra Fiocca is Professor at the University of Ferrara and her main research interests
include the art and science of water in the Renaissance, the mathematical tools and instru-
ments of architects and engineers in the 16th century, and the mathematical teaching at the
University of Padua before Galilei. She is the editor of the volume Giambattista Aleotti e gli
Ingegneri del Rinascimento, Olschki, Florence, 1998, and has recently written “Silvio Belli
ingegnere: Empiria e matematica nella cultura tecnica del Rinascimento,” in D. Biancardi
and F. Cazzola, Eds., and Acque e terre di confine, Editrice Cartografica, 2000, pp. 15–
49 and “Francesco Patrizi e la questione del Reno nella seconda meta` del Cinquecento:
Tre lettere inedite,” in P. Castelli, Ed., Francesco Patrizi nel crepuscolo del Rinascimento,
Olschki, Florence, in press.
Livia Giacardi teaches mathematics at the University of Turin and does research in the
history of mathematics. She has published books and papers in Italy and abroad dealing with
the mathematics of ancient civilizations, the history of Leibnizian infinitesimal calculus,
and 19th-century Italian geometrical studies (research and teaching). Her last published
book is La de´couverte de la ge´ome´trie non euclidienne sur la pseudosphe`re. Les lettres de
Beltrami a` Hou¨el, avec une introduction des notes et commentaires critiques, Blanchard,
Paris, 1998, 278 pp. (with L. Boi and R. Tazzioli). She is preparing, as general editor, a CD-
rom (conceived as a hypertext) reproducing, with critical notes, the 40 notebooks written for
the university courses by Corrado Segre (1863–1924), the founder of the Italian school of
algebraic geometry. She is a member of the boards of various Italian scientific associations.
Israel Kleiner has been in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at York Univer-
sity for many years (“too many to count. . .” in his words). His interests in the history of
mathematics focus on the history of the 19th and early 20th centuries, especially the history
of algebra during that period. He has served as a vice president of the Canadian Society for
the History and Philosophy of Mathematics.
Marie-He´le`ne Labarthe is Professor of Mathematics at the University of Perpignan and
a member of the team of historians of mathematics based at the University Paul Sabatier
at Toulouse. In 1999 she defended a diploma in history of science on the Summa de l’art
de Arisme`tica written in 1482 by Francesc Santcliment. She is currently working on a
comparative study of mathematical procedures in the first printed Spanish and Catalan
arithmetics, the Summa of Santcliment, the Tratado de Arismetica of Juan Ortega (1512),
and the Pratica mercantivol (1521) of Juan Ventallol.
Kim Plofker is a postdoctoral fellow at the Dibner Institute for the History of Science
and Technology, where she works chiefly on the history of Indian and Islamic mathematics
and astronomy, particularly on the 19th-century synthesis of the Sanskrit and European
astronomical traditions. Her article “Use and transmission of iterative approximations in
India and the Islamic world” will appear shortly in the proceedings of a May 2000 confer-
ence, “2000 Years Transmission of Mathematical Ideas: Exchange and Influence from Late
Babylonian Mathematics to Early Renaissance Science.”
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